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times, as well as those of Greece and Rome, and 
at his high poetic gift which could fuse into a stately 
and beautiful whole what he had gathered from so 
many sources. Professor Woodberry has lately said 
of Gray that his work reminds him "most often of the 
minor craftsmanship of the Greek artisans who made 
of common clay for common use the images and 
funeral urns ; such seems to me," he says, "to be the 
material of the poems, but in form how perfect they 
are, both for grace and dignity". The figure seems 
to me not to fit the art of Gray, who worked not 
with humble material, but with the splendid phrases 
of his great predecessors. That with this method he 
avoids being ornate and overladen is a marvel due 
to the exquisite refinement of his poetic nature. "I 
love a little finery", Gray said on the occasion of 
finding the jonquils and jessamine-powdered wig of 
a certain Lord too fine even for him. But his own 
poetic splendors are not spoiled by the fineries of 
literature fashionable in his century. His curiosa 
felicitas of taste and phrase has saved him in that 
path of imitation of the world-great poets, where so 
many have failed. Professor Woodberry has lately 
called him a minor poet. That is not the rank 
to give the author of the Elegy, whose "divine 
truisms" express for learned and unlearned alike the 
great and inevitable thought of life. It is not the 
rank for the poet of whom his severe critic the poet 
Swinburne has said "As an elegiac poet, Gray holds 
for all ages to come his unassailable and sovereign 
position". 

I have called him Vergilian. He chose Vergil's 
great line so often quoted 

Sunt lacrimae rerum et mentem mortalia tangunt. 

for the motto of his Elegy. A study of his Latin 
verses shows how deeply he is imbued with Vergil 
and how this exercise of Latin verse-writing has 
formed the English style of an English poet. Vergil 
and Gray are alike in the delicate sensitiveness of 
their natures, their power to adapt and make their 
own the high thoughts and noble phrases of past 
generations, and in their tender melancholy. They 
are poets of a distinguished and rare order, possible 
only in ages of great cultivation, but not robbed of 
their great poetic gift by the artificiality and erudi- 
tion of their age. Sententious and epigrammatic like 
his contemporaries, Gray is yet lifted far above the 
brilliancy and wit of his time, which he also shared, 
by the "pietas" of his nature, which is so akin to that 
of Vergil. 
Vassar Collegb. Grace Harriet Macurdy. 



MEETINGS 

The eleventh season of The New York Latin Club 
successfully opened on November nineteenth with a 
luncheon at The Gregorian. The accommodations 
there provided were more satisfactory than those 



which the Club has enjoyed elsewhere. The at- 
tendance of about seventy members at this initial 
meeting of the year augurs well for the Club's con- 
tinued prosperity. 

At the close of the luncheon, the President, Mr. 
E. W. Harter of Erasmus Hall High School, happily 
introduced the guest of honor and speaker of the 
occasion, Dr. Herbert Weir Smyth, Eliot Professor 
of Greek in Harvard University, who spoke on the 
theme, Graecia Capta. He emphasized the fact that 
not only should there be no hostility between the 
friends of Greek studies and of Roman studies but 
that they should make common cause, since the 
two fields of literature are contiguous and com- 
plementary. The teacher of one should be versed 
in both, and study in one demands constant reading 
in the other. Latin literature can not be appreciated 
aright without knowledge of the Greek sources of in- 
spiration, nor can the influence of Greek master- 
pieces be estimated without familiarity with their 
Latin counterparts. The one which is subsequent 
to the other supplements and continues it in open 
admiration and without rivalry. Captive Greece led 
captive her conquerors, and the Roman military 
masters of the world did not chafe against the in- 
tellectual supremacy of Hellenic culture. 

There have been but two great driving engines 
of the world's thought— the Hebraic and the Hellenic 
minds. Rome's service to humanity may be likened 
to that of a converter or transmitter which receives 
and distributes to countless other recipients the 
power which the engines have generated. The 
address throughout was illuminated by examples 
drawn from classical writers of prose and verse, but 
especial heed was given to Vergil and his great 
indebtedness to the Greek poets. 

One aspect of the address was particularly interest- 
ing to a Latinist, the fact that, though Professor 
Smyth inevitably laid stress on the indebtedness of 
the Roman writers, both in prose and verse, to 
their Greek predecessors, he also, to a degree as 
refreshing as it was astonishing in an address of a 
Hellenist, emphasized the independence and original- 
ity of the Latin authors, especially Vergil. Nor 
did he content himself here with merely general 
remarks; he indicated specifically, with most illum- 
inating comments, matters wherein, to his mind, that 
originality consisted. Indeed, one of the most strik- 
ing things said by him was that the independence of 
the Latin authors is best intelligible to him who 
knows- the Greek authors best. 

Anna P. MacVay, Censor. 

The Washington Classical Club held the first meet- 
ing of the year on Saturday, November fifth, at The 
Friends' School, the home of Mr. Sidwell, the Presi- 
dent of the Club. The following officers were elected : 
President, Professor Mitchell Carroll; Vice-Presi- 
dents, Rev. Henry J. Shandelle, S. J., ProfessoT 
George I. Raymond, Father Maguire, Miss H. May 
Johnson; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss M. Elsie 
Turner ; four additional members of the Executive 
Committee, Mr. Thomas W. Sidwell, Professor 
Charles S. Smith, Mr. E. T. Gregg, Miss Mildred 
Dean. Four new members were admitted to the 
Club. 

Professor Mitchell Carroll gave a very interesting 
address, illustrated with the stereopticon, on The 
Activities of the American Schools in Athens and 
Rome. He appealed especially to teachers in sec- 
ondary schools urging them to use the art of the 
ancients as a means of approach to their languages. 



